
 
Item No. 1 

 
1. [American Revolution]: [A PICTURESQUE VIEW OF THE STATE OF THE NATION 
FOR FEBRUARY 1778]. [Netherlands?: 1780?]. Oblong cartoon engraving, 7-1/4" x 11-
1/4." Matted on paper backing. Minor dusting, Very Good. 
 
     The engraving, which initially appeared in Westminster Magazine in February 1778, 
was frequently re-engraved. Our version, offered here, was issued without a date or 
credit line. It is thought to have been printed in the Netherlands. The Westminster 
Magazine described the scene as follows: 
" I. The commerce of Great Britain, represented in the figure of a Milch-Cow. 
"II. The American Congress sawing off her horns, which are her natural strength and 
defence: one being already gone, the other just a-going. 
"III. The jolly, plump Dutchman milking the poor tame Cow with great glee. 
"IV and V. The Frenchman and Spaniard, each catching at their respective shares of the 
produce, and running away with bowls brimming full, laughing to one another at their 
success. 
"VI. The good ship Eagle laid up, and moved at some distance from Philadelphia, 
without sails or guns, ... all the rest of the fleet invisible, nobody knows where. 
"VII. The two Brothers napping it, one against the other, in the City of Philadelphia, out 
of sight of fleet and army. 
"VIII. The British Lion lying on the ground fast asleep, so that a pug-dog tramples upon 
him, as on a lifeless log: he seems to see nothing, hear nothing, and feel nothing. 
"IX. A Free Englishman in mourning standing by him, wringing his hands, casting up 
his eyes in despondency and despair, but unable to rouse the Lion to correct all these 



invaders of his Royal Prerogative, and his subjects' property." 
BM 5472 Catalogue of prints and drawings in the British Museum [variant]. See 
Cresswell 726. 
(36742)          $2,000.00 
 

 
Item No. 2 

  
2. [Election of 1864]: HOW COLUMBIA RECEIVES McCLELLAN'S SALUTATION 
FROM THE CHICAGO PLATFORM. [New York: 1864]. Broadside wood engraving, 
oblong 9-5/8" x 7-7/8". Blank verso uniformly toned, Very Good. 
  
     "Columbia repudiates Democratic presidential candidate George Brinton McClellan's 
endorsement of the platform devised at the August 1864 Democratic convention in 
Chicago. The text below the picture provides the dialogue, descriptive notes, and 
identification of the main characters... Columbia: 'What a shame that a man who was 
educated at my expense, and whom I have since honored and petted, should have 
allowed himself to be allured by ambition into such company, and upon such a 
Platform! His Letter cannot conceal his real position, nor hide those odious 'planks;' 
neither can it reconcile me to his traitorous companions. I DISCARD BOTH HIM AND 
THEM FOREVER'." [Reilly] 



     Onlookers include the discredited James Buchanan, Fernando Wood, Horatio 
Seymour, Clement Vallandigham, Franklin Pierce, and other Copperheads. 
Reilly 1864-22. Weitenkampf 144. OCLC 299946973 [2- Lib. Cong., W. Res. Hist. Soc.], 
881054411 [1- UCSB], 81099323 [1- Am. Phil. Soc.] as of November 2021. 
(34855) $750.00 
 

 
Item No. 3 

  
3. [Grant, Ulysses S.] [Election of 1868]: THE GREAT AMERICAN TANNER. New York: 
Currier & Ives, [1868]. Lithograph illustrated broadside by Currier & Ives, oblong 11" x 
15-1/2". Matted. Light dusting, Near Fine. Cartoon characters identified by name; in 
lower right corner, "on Stone by Cameron." John Cameron was a talented artist 
employed at Currier & Ives. In lower left corner, "Thos. Worth. Sketch." Worth designed 
many cartoon broadsides for Currier & Ives. 
  
     "An election-year cartoon invoking both Grant's humble beginnings as a tanner and 
his successful Civil War military career... Popular New York governor John Thompson 
Hoffman, dressed as an Indian, the 'Great Sachem of Tammany,' presents Democratic 
candidates Horatio Seymour and Francis P. Blair, Jr., to Grant. He addresses Grant, 
'Here General is a couple more hides to be tanned when will they be done?' Grant 



smokes a cigar and wears the leather apron of a tanner, rolled-up sleeves exposing his 
muscular arms. He replies, 'Well I'll finish them off early in November.' 
     "At right corner former Confederate generals Robert E. Lee, Simon Bolivar Buckner, 
and John C. Pemberton hold their rumps and hop about in pain. They announce, 'This is 
to Certify, that we have had our hides tanned and that the work was by him thoroughly 
done?..." [Reilly] AAS's entry asserts, "Issued well before 1868 election." 
Reilly 1868-11. Weitenkampf 159. OCLC 191119896 [2- AAS, Villanova] as of January 
2020. 
(36501) $2,750.00 
 

 
Item No. 4 

  
4. [Jackson, Andrew] Robinson, H.R.: UNCLE SAM SICK WITH LA GRIPPE. New York: 
H.R. Robinson, [1837]. Oblong 13-1/2" x 21". Light dusting, a couple of closed tears and 
shallow extremity chips to blank margins. Else Very Good. 
  
     The Library of Congress entry: "A satire attributing the dire fiscal straits of the nation 
to Andrew Jackson's banking policies, with specific reference to recent bank failures in 
New Orleans, New York, and Philadelphia. The artist blames the 1837 panic on 
Jackson's and later Van Buren's efforts to limit currency and emphasize specie (or 
coinage) as the circulating medium in the American economy. Missouri senator Thomas 
Hart Benton's role as an ally of the administration and champion of coinage (in the 
cartoonist's parlance 'mint drops') is also attacked. In an eighteenth-century sickroom 
scene Uncle Sam, wearing a liberty cap, a stars-and-stripes dressing gown, and 
moccasins, slumps in a chair. In his hand is a paper reading 'Failures...' Nicholas Biddle 
arrives, with a trunk of 'Post Notes' and 'Bonds,' and is greeted by Brother Jonathan. 
Jonathan: 'Oh Docr. Biddle I'm so glad you're come. Uncle Sam's in a darned bad way.' 



Biddle: 'I'll try what I can do & I've sent to Dr. John Bull for his assistance.' 
     "The print is dated 1834 by Weitenkampf, but it must have appeared after Van 
Buren's victory in the 1836 presidential election, given Uncle Sam's remark, 'You are to 
nurse me now Aunt Matty.' Nancy Davison's date of 1837 is more credible. Most likely it 
was issued during the spring of that year, after the collapse of the cotton market and 
several banks in New Orleans and the subsequent failure of many New York banks in 
March. In April Nicholas Biddle's Pennsylvania state bank came to the aid of the ailing 
banking community by buying up considerable numbers of bonds and notes." 
Weitenkampf 36. Library of Congress Call No. PC/US - 1837.C619, no. 7 (B size) [P&P]. 
AAS Polit. Cart. U58. Not in Reilly. Not located on OCLC as of February 2021. 
(36059) $2,500.00 
  
 


